
370 
 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Online meeting 
on Monday 15 February 2021 at 5.00pm 

 

Members present:  Cllrs R Cholmondeley, C Hotham, P Perry, J Nilsson, S 

Whitehand, and M Roberts. 
 

In attendance:    Executive Officer, Tracy Bodley. 
     

20/079 Apologies 

 Cllrs Jagger, Polton.  
  

Apologies also received from Worcestershire County Councillor Peter McDonald 
   

 

20/080 Declarations of Interest: Councillors were reminded that to ensure transparency 

and retain public confidence in the council’s decisions they are required to - 

a)   Keep their Register of Interests form up to date. 

b)  Declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) and any Other Disclosable 

Interests (ODI) in agenda items and the nature of those interests. 
 

Agenda Item 20/088 Planning Matters – Planning application 21/00111/FUL, Cllr 

Hotham has declared an ODI, as he is friends with the property owners.   

Agenda Item 20/088 Planning matters – Planning application 21/00111/FUL,  

Cllr Polton also declared an ODI, as the applicants property backs onto her property. 
 

20/081 To consider any dispensations  

No dispensation requests had been received. 
 

20/082 Open Session - Participation to hear from: 
 

a) Members of the Public – None present. 
 

b) Supporting Organisations - None present. 

c) Worcestershire County Councillor – Peter McDonald (Beacon division) – Not 
present, apologies received. 
 

d) Bromsgrove District Councillor - Charles Hotham (Barnt Green & Hopwood) 
Cllr Hotham reported on the following; 

i) BDC are in the process of undertaking the 21/22 budget which will be 

taken to full council next week and in discussion at an Overview and 

Scrutiny Meeting being held this evening. The proposed budget is tight 

retaining current levels of service and indication was that three-year 

projections were grim. 

ii) BDC has received £1.6m additional funding to be retained presently in a 

reserve. This is not funding to be injected into the budget but to offset the 

losses that the district council incurred as a result of the pandemic, not to 

be used as grants for business but used to stimulate additional sectors of 

Bromsgrove economy moving forward. 

iii) Through the budgeting process it has been identified that there is an 

additional £70k cost provision for the supply of replacement wheelie bins 

resulting in a high number of bins being lost in the refuse lorry when tipped 

of waste due to the current ‘diamond’ lift mechanism. Going forward there 
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RESOLVED:  

a) That the current financial position be noted. 
b) That the list of January payments be noted. 
c)  That the list of February payments be approved. 

 

will be a gradual transition to an alternative lifting mechanism on the refuse 

lorry and corresponding wheelie bin. 

iv) The development at the bottom of Rock Hill/Whitford Road has been 

granted approval for 800 dwellings as part of the development plan which 

was reported to be delayed due to Highways concerns that have been 

addressed. 

v) It was reported that a computer anomaly resulted in members of staff 

leaving BDC were continued to be paid following their leave date. Funds 

have been returned to the council and tighter control of the finance system 

has been carried out.  
 

20/083 To adopt previous minutes 

To approve adoption of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 18/01/2021 

AGREED 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 18/01/2021 be approved as an 

accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman. 
 

20/084  Chairman’s Report 

 Cllr Cholmondeley said that he had nothing to report that was not already detailed 

on the agenda. 
 

20/085 Executive Officer’s Report  

The council was advised of decisions taken under delegated powers, updated on 

ongoing matters and reported upon relevant office communications.  
 

a) Station Lifts An update stated that various documents have been 
assembled to enable the design and feasibility work to be 
let to the contractor.  
A ‘start-up’ meeting with the intended contractor will be 
held during February, with a view to contract award for 
design thereafter. The design process will rule in, or rule 
out, various elements of scope which could be extensive.  
Once discussion has taken place with the contractor to 
understand their way of approaching the project it is 
anticipated that positive progress will be reported. 
 

 

 
 

b) WCC Consultation 
on the Statement of 
Community 
Involvement – 
Planning Policy to 
guide waste and 
minerals  

The second review of the SCI requested comments on 
the draft update should be received by 18 March 2021.  

 

 

20/086 Finance  

(i) To note the current financial position and bills for payment. January payments 
authorised 18 January and February payments to be authorised on 18 
February. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

(ii) To be advised of any expenditure decisions taken by Executive Officer. The 
EO stated that one of the two streetlamps on Station Approach was not 
working and upon investigation it was discovered that these were not listed in 

RESOLVED: That the report was noted. 

RESOLVED: That the report was noted. 
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RESOLVED: That sending a letter of thanks be postponed until official confirmation 

has been received with approval of its content confirmed at a future PC meeting if 

necessary. 

the parish council’s inventory and therefore not changed to led fittings. It was 
thought that they were the responsibility of the Barnt Green Station, but the 
Station Manager confirmed that they were not. Given the area is badly lit for 
commuters, the lighting contractor was instructed to replace both lamps to 
new led fittings. Further investigation will continue to identify which agency is 
responsible for the ongoing maintenance.  
 
 

 
(iii) To receive the interim report from the Internal Auditor. 

 
 
 

(iv) To note formal appraisal of EO and automatic progression through the 
substantive benchmark range on 1 April 2021. 

20/087 Environment & Community Wellbeing 
 

a) Total Football Pitch Hire – It was stated that the hirer had requested a credit 

note be issued against the current invoice as they had been unable to run 

coaching throughout the third period of lockdown due to Coronavirus 

restrictions.  

 

 

 

b) Friends Meeting House, gifting site to Barnt Green Surgery –  Letter of Thanks. 
The Chairman apologised for being premature to place this item on the agenda 
as a ‘good news’ story, however it has been established from a third party that 
there has been no formal agreement from the Trustees that the land will be 
gifted to the surgery. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

20/088 Planning Matters  
 

a) To consider response to consultations received including: 

 

BDC ref Site Address Proposal 

21/00111/FUL 13 Hewell Lane First floor extension to the side and rear, single 
storey rear extension & loft conversion. 

BGPC Recommendation: Refusal. 

The close proximity to the neighbouring side boundary appears to be short of 2m. This will be 
overbearing and visually intimidating (SPD High Quality Design 3.1.7 (iii)).  

 
 

 

20/089 Date of Next Meeting  

Members were requested to make themselves available for an online parish council 

meeting scheduled for 22 March at 5pm. 
 

Members were also asked to note that face-to face meeting are due to resume from 

7 May unless Government choose to extend this date. 

RESOLVED: That the report be noted. 

RESOLVED: That the report be noted. 

RESOLVED: That a credit note be issued against term 1. 

RESOLVED: That the report be noted. 
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In accordance with continued social distance guidance, it has been advised to hold 

the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Council Meeting prior to this date in an 

online format thus enabling safe practice and adherence to social distance rules. 

 

It is proposed that the Annual Parish Meeting is held following production of draft 

year end accounts on Monday 12 April at 7pm. 

 

The Annual Parish Council Meeting cannot be held until 1st May. As Bank Holiday 

Monday falls on 3rd May and face-to-face meetings resume on 7 May, members 

were requested to make themselves available between Tuesday 4th - Thursday 6th 

May. 

 

 

This meeting ended at 17:46hrs 

 

 

Signed:……………………………………………………….   

 

 

Date………………………... 

Chairman, Barnt Green Parish Council    

Robert Cholmondeley (Mar 25, 2021 09:19 GMT)

Mar 25, 2021
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          Minute Item 20/086 (i) 

Current financial position (bank reconciliation to 31 January 2021) 
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January Payments Report – Authorised 18 January 2021 

 

 

February 2021 Payments List to be authorised for payment on 18 February 2021 
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